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First record of Bob-tailed Weaver Brachycope anomala 
for Angola 


lan Sinclair 


Première mention du Travailleur à queue courte Brachycope anomala pour \ Angola. Deux 
Travailleurs à queue courte Brachycope anomala males ont été observés le 31 janvier 2005, à 2 km 
a l'ouest de la ville de Luinga, sur la Luinga, Province de Malanje, Angola du nord (08°28'S 
15°36’E). Ceci constitue la première donnée documentée pour le pays et représente une exten- 
sion vers le sud de laire de distribution connue de cette espèce. 


he Bob-tailed Weaver Brachycope anomala is 

virtually confined to the Congo River and its 
larger tributaries, with a vagrant record from 
south-east Cameroon (Fry & Keith 2004, Borrow 
& Demey 2001). It is a little-known and -studied 
weaver with few recent sight records, the most 
recent being of c.20+, on 4 September 2006, at 
Ouesso airport, northern Congo (R. Cassidy pers. 
comm.). 

On 31 January 2005, at 06.45 hrs, two male 
Bob-tailed Weavers were observed 2 km west of 
Luinga town, on the Luinga River, Malanje 
Province, northern Angola (08°28’S 15°36’E). 
The habitat was a mixture of shorter Juncus spp. 
and taller Phragmites spp. reedbeds mixed with 
rank grass and stubby shrubs, adjoining the 
Luinga River and its gallery forest, and the area 
apparently forms a flooded backwater of the river 
following heavy rains. The weavers were seen fly- 
ing over and amidst the grasses and reeds. At one 
stage, they were chased by a female Yellow- 
mantled Widowbird Euplectes macroura and a 
Chirping Cisticola Cisticola pipiens. Both Bob- 
tailed Weavers were in full nuptial plumage. They 
were identified by their small size and very short 
tail, combined with a yellow head, small black 
mask and robust, dark bill. They were more remi- 
niscent of a small Euplectes bishop than a Ploceus 


78 - Bull ABC Vol 14 No 1 (2007) 


weaver. Their flight was very rapid and similar to 
that of bishops. The birds were not seen to display. 
Though searched for, no females were seen. 

This is the first record of Bob-tailed Weaver 
for Angola—it does not feature in the country’s 
most recent checklist (Dean 2000)—and consti- 
tutes a southerly extension of c.350 km of this 
species known range. 
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